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UNIVERSITY OF
LAPLAND SENATE

ARCTIC CENTRE
BOARD

RECTOR
(not including external funding)
DIRECTOR

February

CAES Planning meeting

March

International Conference
on Arctic Microbiology, in
cooperation with Arctic
Microbiology Research
Consortium

SCIENTIFIC
BOARD
April

RESEARCH SECTION
GLOBAL GHANGE
Research Professor
SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT
Research Professor
1 million €
NORTHERN INSTITUTE OF ENVIRONMENTAL
AND MINORITY LAW (NIEM)
Director; Reseach Professor

2 million €

3 million €

2002
2003

SCIENCE CENTRE EXHIBITION
Chief Executive Producer

2004

58 TOTAL PERSON YEARS
30 PERMANENT POSTS
HALF OF STAFF ARE RESEARCHERS
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Second annual seminar of the
ARCTIC Graduate School

4 million €

October

November

December

Workshop on Governance
in the North, Tornio

2000
2001

INFORMATION SERVICES & LIBRARY
Head

AntiCrime II Forum –
Sovereigntyin the
Neighbouring Areas in
cooperation with the State
Provincial Office of Lapland

August

June

The Launch Meeting on
Climate Change and the Arctic
The Second International
Conference on Monitoring
and Management of Visitor
Flows in Recreational and
Protected Areas, in
cooperation with
Metsähallitus and Finnish
Forest Research Institute
Catch and Keep exhibition
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Expert Seminar on
Human Right to Decent
Environment; With Special
Reference to the
Indigenous Peoples
The Meeting of the
Barents Task Force on
Information and Data
Cooperation
KINOUNI film event and
expert seminar
Local planning meeting
with research institutes
about coming International
Polar Year

Arctic Documentary Films at Risk in Barents
Region: Surveying, Protecting and Screening,
2002-2006 (AFBARE)

Monographs
Articles
Other Publications

11
76
11

ARKTIS Graduate School
Juridica Lapponia (ISSN 0783-4144)

Barents info
Environmental impact assessment and nature
inventory service

29.

2004. Editors Timo Koivurova,
Tanja Joona & Reija Shnoro

Exhibition Renewing Project Sept 2007-Oct 2004

30.

Elina Helander,
Samiska rättsuppfattningar

International Environmental Law in the Arctic; with
special reference to Arctic Indigenous Peoples

31.

Tuula Kolari, The right to a decent
environment with special reference to
indigenous peoples

International Polar Year
Paleoclimate studies on Scharffenbergbotnen blue
ice area
The challenges of modernity for Reindeer
Management: integration and sustainable
development in Europe’s subarctic and boreal
regions (RENMAN)
The Northern Research Forum (NRF)
The Role of Law in Climate Change in the Arctic
research project

Arktisen keskuksen tiedotteita (ISSN 1235-0583)
42.

Monica Tennberg. Arktisen aika
Ilmastonmuutos ja ajan politiikka
arktisella alueella.

43.

Päivi Sopela. Poron kunto ja rasvat.
Selvitys tutkimushankkeen tulosten
soveltamismahdollisuuksista

Tourist Destinations as Landscape Laboratories
–Tools for Sustainable Tourism Landscape Lab
University of the Arctic (UArctic)
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In 2004 the Arctic Centre picked the fruits of many years hard development
work. Our three new Research Professors started their work and a major
project to renew the whole Science Centre exhibitions was started.
The Research Professors study environmental and social impacts of
ongoing rapid change in the Arctic. They also serve as leaders of research
groups for Global Change and Sustainable Development, and the Northern
Institute for Environmental and Minority Law.
The Arctic Centre’s research is international and multidisciplinary by its
nature and is guided by a world class Scientific Board, which was also
set up in 2004. The work is carried out within the whole circumpolar Arctic,
but our main emphasis is on Northern Russia, Scandinavia and Svalbard.
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The fact that the Centre is located near the Arctic Circle is a tremendous
asset because we work directly in the environment and with local indigenous
peoples and other northerners. Or rather, the Arctic Centre and its people
are themselves part of the North! It is worth mentioning that especially for
this reason the Centre has grown as a pioneer in combining scientific
information and practitioners’ knowledge in research work.
Our Science Centre exhibition is a popular attraction both for tourists
coming to Lapland, and for local inhabitants, and provides a means to
share knowledge about the Arctic region first-hand.
This year our Information Services, together with other project partners,
opened a new website that includes all main electronic information about
the Barents Region.
The Arctic Centre is participating in the work of the Arctic Council,
International Arctic Science Committee and in the development of the
main multinational research effort for the International Polar Year, to be
held in 2007/08. The International Secretariat of the University of Arctic
is situated in our facilities and promotes a valuable exchange of students
between the countries.
The Arctic Centre is Finland’s national institute for Arctic research and
information dissemination. Part of the University of Lapland, it is situated
in very nice and modern facilities by the Ounasjoki river in Rovaniemi.
On top of our role as a national institute, we make an active effort to
support the university in its current specialization on Arctic and Northern
research.
The Arctic Centre is living greatly interesting and challenging times, and
we are on the way to become even more active international, national
and local actor in the North. I am very proud of our progress in the last
year, and pleased to present our annual report, which provides a broad
overview of some of our main activities and successes in 2004.
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Research activities at the Arctic Centre were considerably strengthened
with the appointment of three new research professors, each of whom
will take responsibility for a different area of Arctic research and a
multidisciplinary team of researchers.
Our research focuses on three main themes: global change, sustainable
development, and environmental and minority law. Each theme is lead
by a research professor and includes a multidisciplinary team of researchers.
GLOBAL CHANGE: The Arctic is particularly vulnerable to large-scale
changes in the climate and economy occurring throughout the globe. This
research group examines the effects of these changes and efforts to offset
and adapt to them.
SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT: Studies how people, communities and
institutions in the Arctic manage and react to changing environmental,
economic, social and cultural circumstances in order to manage and
promote a sustainable future.
ENVIRONMENTAL AND MINORITY LAW: The Northern Institute for
Environmental and Minority Law (NIEM) has expertise in legal research
in the Arctic and is specialized in the two branches of law that appear in
its name - environmental law and human rights law.
The Arctic Centre is internationally recognized for the quality and relevance
of its multidisciplinary Arctic research, which is our key activity. Through
this research, the Arctic Centre promotes increased knowledge, awareness
and understanding of the Arctic both within and outside the region. This
research supports decision-making and sustainable development in the
Arctic.
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A remarkable aspect of the project was the degree of participation of
herders from all across the region. During each phase of the project –
conceptualization, implementation and reporting – herders were integral
participants alongside the researchers. It would be difficult to find another
European project of this magnitude that has involved local stakeholders
to such an extent in all aspects of the research.
The significance of the research to local people was also seen in an
intense public debate following the annual workshops and final project
report. Opinions were voiced in the Finnish media about the value of
participatory research and whether or not this constituted ‘science’ at all.
Although heavily criticized by many in the state-sponsored biological
research community, the success of the project on the reindeer management
discourse could be seen only months later when these same groups were
using the same participatory methods as had been pioneered in RENMAN.
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For more information on RENMAN

The programme called for a direct role for local stakeholders – in this
case reindeer herders – in the process of policy-relevant research and
for the use of historical trends to facilitate adaptation to future changes.
RENMAN’s purpose was therefore to develop new tools and models of
participatory research and planning in reindeer management that would
foster integrated and sustainable use of semi-domestic reindeer (Rangifer
tarandus) and related living resources in northernmost Europe. The project
investigated both the human dimensions and natural conditions of reindeer
management in order to formulate sustainable future scenarios.

www.arcticcentre.org/renman

The challenges of modernity for reindeer management: integration and
sustainable development in Europe's sub arctic and boreal regions
(RENMAN) was an EU project funded by the 5th Framework Programme
during 2001-2004 under the Key Action ’Quality of Life and Management
of Living Resources’.
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Research on social, economic and political developments in the Arctic
was reorganized in 2004 at the Arctic Centre through the establishment
of the research group on sustainable development. The year 2004 was
particularly important for strengthening research on indigenous peoples'
role in sustainable development in the Arctic. The Arctic Centre’s proposal
to establish an office to coordinate research at the University of Lapland
on Arctic indigenous peoples and the Sami was approved by the Arctic
Centre board in December 2004. The office will be led by senior scientist
Elina Helander who is a specialist on Sami culture. Also a 3-year project
to study indigenous peoples’ political activism got funding from the Academy
of Finland.
Sustainable development research group consists of social scientists at
the Arctic Centre, mainly sociologists and political scientists. The group
leader is research professor Monica Tennberg who has an extensive
research experience in international environmental cooperation in the
Arctic region. She started in the beginning of 2004 as a new research
professor at the Arctic Centre. During 2004 a new research strategy for
the group was defined. According to this strategy, sustainable development
is a widely accepted, but at the same time very controversial aim which
may be interpreted differently by various stakeholders. The research group
will develop a multi-level approach to the problem of sustainability combining
local, regional, national and international levels of analysis.
The research group has three sub-themes:
Assessing sustainability, through developing criteria and models
to assess social, cultural and economic impacts of industrialization
and globalization.
Studying transitions and their relationships to sustainability focusing
in particular on political, administrative and economic obstacles
to sustainability.
Studying the role of different stakeholders in transition towards
sustainability, particularly regarding the region’s indigenous
peoples.
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Apart from our primary research activities, NIEM personnel participated
actively in various international processes and conferences, including
those organized by the International Union for the Conservation of Nature
(IUCN), the International Association of Law Librarians (IALL), and the
Arctic Division of the American Association of the Advancement of Science
(AAAS).
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www.arcticcentre.org/niem

NIEM also returned strongly to its publication activities. During the fall
of 2004, three books were published in our series, Juridica Lapponica.
Arctic Governance is a compilation of articles discussing relevant Arctic
issues from legal and political science perspectives and is designed as
a course book for the University of the Arctic’s Bachelor of Circumpolar
Studies program. Customary Law of the Saami, was written in Swedish
by Arctic Centre senior scientist Elina Helander about a previously
uncovered topic. The outcome of the above-mentioned project with the
Human Rights Division of the Finnish Ministry for Foreign Affairs, also
produced a book by Tuula Kolari titled “The Right to a Decent Environment”.
There are currently 31 publications in Juridica Lapponica.

For more information on NIEM, see

The Northern Institute for Environmental and Minority Law (NIEM) had
a busy 2004, with three major projects conducted. First of all, the NIEM
launched a research project on the role of law in climate change in the
Arctic, which is part of the activities of the NorFA funded Nordic Research
Network for Sami and Environmental Law (NORSEL). The Status of
Indigenous Women project concluded, with researcher Marjo Lindroth
prepared a research report, as well as participating in the Finnish delegation
to United Nations Permanent Forum of Indigenous Affairs. NIEM also
completed a project that started in 2003 on the Human Right to a Decent
Environment. Researcher Tuula Kolari finalized a research report on the
subject, after which an international expert seminar was organized in the
Arktikum building in August 2004.

www.arcticcentre.org/landscapelab
For more information on LANDSCAPE LAB

The aim of the LANDSCAPE LAB project is to gain a more detailed
understanding of how tourist destinations can be developed in a sustainable
way. Earlier studies have concentrated on topics related to traffic, waste
disposal and energy questions as well as on educating tourists and staff
at tourist destinations to conduct themselves in a sustainable way.
LANDSCAPE LAB focuses on demonstrating the tourism-nature
relationship, how to detect possible negative impacts, preventing
environmental hazards, and producing suitable monitoring systems to
prevent possible overloading caused by tourism.
The LANDSCAPE LAB project will interact extensively with local
stakeholders in tourism and take a multi-level approach to study humancaused changes in the environment. Tourism related stakeholders will
participate the collaborative process through focus group interviews,
participatory planning group and consensus panels. Recommendations
and instructions for land-use and landscape management will be formulated
in order to combine cultural and natural landscape and urban structures
in sustainable ways.
The main demonstration area of the project will be the so-called Fell
Triangle of Lapland, where Levi and Ylläs tourist destinations are situated
in the vicinity of Pallas-Ylläs National Park. The project is divided into six
tasks: LABLAND (ecologically, culturally and visually sound urban structures
at tourist destinations; LABECO (extent and types of the environmental
impacts); LABSOC (functional and social structures and activities of
communities); LABPLANT (selection, production and demonstration of
hardy plant material for landscape planning, greening and restoration);
and management and dissemination of the project.
Supported by the EU LIFE Environment, the project is coordinated by the
Arctic Centre. There are nine partners financing and contributing to the
project and two co-financing municipalities. The project was launched in
September 2004 and will continue till the end of August 2007.
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The project also aims to promote cultural cooperation across borders and
the protection of cultural heritage within and outside the Barents region.
The Arctic Centre works with television partners in Russia as well as the
Sami museum Siida in Finland, and FilmpoolNord in Sweden. Primary
funding for AFBARE comes from the Interreg IIIA North Kolarctic Program
and the Finnish Government.
The second phase of the project began in July 2004 and runs until 2006.
This phase will increase public access to the digitized archival footage
through an internet portal, DVDs, an information film and traveling exhibition.
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www.arcticcentre.org/afbare

The aim of the ongoing project Arctic Documentary Films at Risk in Barents
Region: Surveying, Protecting, and Screening (AFBARE) 2002-2006,
which is coordinated by the Arctic Centre, is to survey the archives and
museums of the Barents region to find locations of threatened Arctic
documentary films, to promote their protection and to increase the public
access to these films. The project is currently going through archival
footage from the film archives of television companies in the northwest
Russia, particularly the Arkhangelsk, Murmansk and Nenets regions. The
restoration and digitization of archive material is carried out with the
cooperation of the producers.

For more information on AFBARE

Culturally and historically valuable Arctic documentary films in the Barents
region are in danger of destruction if special measures are not taken
immediately. A significant part of the audiovisual culture of the 20th century
has already disappeared. The remaining material is endangered to a
greater extent and its use as a source of research and screening is difficult
in practice.
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The Science Centre maintains and develops the permanent and temporary
exhibitions of the Arctic Centre, which are housed in the Arktikum
building on the banks of the Ounasjoki in Rovaniemi. Exhibitions are
presenting the arctic environment and the life of Arctic Peoples as well
as issues related to ongoing changes in friendly and interactive
atmosphere. In 2004, 80 000 people visited the exhibitions, 60% of
visitors being from outside Finland including moslty Europeans and some
growing groups from Japan and US.
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The Arctic Centre has started to renew its permanent exhibition. There
were two main reasons for this decision. The first was the rapid increase
in Arctic research over the past decade, which has contributed a great
deal of new scientific knowledge about Arctic issues. Consequently, there
was an urgent need to update the content of the exhibition in order to fulfil
the Arctic Centre’s mission for the popularisation and dissemination of
scientific knowledge.
The second reason was related to the format of our current exhibition; it
did not allow us to integrate a large amount of new information in a short
period and neither did it meet the expectations of diverse and wide
audiences. Taking these facts into consideration, the objective is to develop
an exhibition that allows the rapid integration of popular scientific knowledge
and to meet the expectations of audiences.
The concept for the exhibition evolved from two years of consultation with
other science centres throughout Europe. The new design combines an
aesthetic, interactive and entertaining environment with multi-level
information that provides different levels of information, from basic to
deep. The aesthetic environment recreates a calming Arctic atmosphere,
allowing visitors to concentrate on the information. Throughout, the new
exhibition will create an immersive interactive experience for visitors,
allowing them to test, play, feel, touch, see and listen on their journey
through the hall.
The renewal began October 2004 and it will take three years to complete.
It is divided into three phases: writing the script, making the components
and integrating the thematic contents and finally, constructing the new
exhibition. The project is supported by the University of Lapland and the
State Provincial Office of Lapland through the EU Objective 1 Programme
(ERDF).
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The Information Service develops and maintains portals dealing with
Arctic research, environment, Barents region and thematic maps among
others. The Information Service staff is cooperating and developing
Northern information services with national and international partners
for instance with Russian libraries and information services.
The library of the Information Service is situated at the Arktikum. There
are 40 000 visitors at the library annually. The Library has a collection
of literature dealing with the nature, natural phenomena, environment,
expeditions, peoples, cultures, and livelihoods in the Northern regions,
especially the Arctic, as well as the legislation and research related to
these subjects.

The Library is open Mon -Fri from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m.
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Meeting a clear demand for a focussed and functional source of information
about the Barents region, barentsinfo.org was launched in 2004. With
cooperation from Finnish, Norwegian, Russian and Swedish partners,
and funding from Interreg, the goals of the Barents Information Service
were to:
CREATE A BARENTS PORTAL
OFFER A FORUM WHERE TO PUBLISH INFORMATION AND NEWS
BECOME THE OFFICIAL PLATFORM FOR BARENTS INFORMATION
INCREASE KNOWLEDGE OF THE REGION

Designed based on the results of an extensive user survey, the portal
presents information about nature, people, economics and many other
topics. Besides over 3500 links, the portal contains articles and facts
about the region, as well as news, maps, and an extensive photo gallery.
A specialized search engine indexes a number of web servers containing
Barents related information, which provides more focussed results than
major web search engines.
The project itself has also been a successful example of Barents regional
cooperation. Even though the Barents region is very vast with long
distances and poor flight, bus or train connections this has been a good
example of a cooperation project where all the participants have been
actively involved. The partners (Arctic Centre, Norwegian Barents
Secretariat, Norut IT, Murmansk State Technical University and Norrbotten
and Västerbotten County Administrative Boards) established strong
personal networks and made extensive use of weekly online meetings
for communication. The project has also contributed to web development
in Russia, with the development of English language pages of the Murmansk
regional portal (www.murman.ru) and others.
As one of the goals of the project was to provide a platform where present
relevant Barents related information we would like you to think this portal
as one channel to have your work published for a wider audience and
welcome you to use the portal.
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While the Arctic Centre’s primary activity is research, our range of
educational activities serve our objectives of increasing knowledge,
awareness and understanding of the Arctic region. Education ties together
every part of Arctic Centre and covers every level from school children
to PhD and research training.
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For more information on UArctic, see

The Arctic Studies Program (ASP) offers undergraduate students a unique
opportunity to gain a broad experience in Arctic issues. The one year
program’s approach is truly multidisciplinary, and provides comprehensive
knowledge of physical, environmental, social, cultural and legal aspects
of the Arctic region. The research department of the Arctic Centre
coordinates the academic program of the ASP, and provides the majority
of its teaching staff.
Since it began 1992, the program has played an important role for the
Arctic Centre in strengthening links between research and education,
developing future researchers and other northern experts, and promoting
the Arctic Centre among our international partners. The fifteen students
in the 2004 ASP follow in the footsteps of previous participants who have
since gone on to become research professors, directors of research
institutes, northern community leaders, and other leading roles around
the North and the world.

For more information on the ASP, see

In 2004, the Arctic Studies Program made strong steps in its cooperation
with the academic programs of the University of the Arctic (UArctic). The
ASP collaborates with the UArctic’s Circumpolar Studies program (BCS)
on course curricula, online resources, and teaching contacts. The
north2north mobility program also provides opportunities for students from
other universities in the network to participate in the ASP.
The Arctic Studies Program is open to international exchange students,
Finnish university degree students, and northern professionals, who would
like to improve their knowledge of the North. It consists of two streams,
Arctic Environment and Societies and Arctic Governance, and a research
seminar.
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The purpose of the seminar was to give an opportunity to students to
present their research and to get useful feedback and encouragement
from the ARKTIS group. The program comprised an opening lecture,
student seminars, a panel discussion and a student workshop.
In order to encourage discussion across disciplinary borders, discussants
were selected from one similar and one differing discipline. Altogether the
seminar had 38 participants, including senior members, supervisors,
associate members and international partners. This year’s keynote lecture
was given by Dr. Larissa Riabova, Kola Science Centre, Russia on the
subject of doing research across cultures and disciplines from a Russian
perspective.
The seminar concluded with a workshop on the theme of ‘crossing borders’
that covered aspects of doing research across disciplines, cultural
boundaries, and national borders. The workshop was designed by the
students themselves, and began with discussion in small groups before
presenting results in front of the audience in rhetorical style. The seminar
was altogether very successful and received good feedback from the
participants.
In addition to the Seminar, ARKTIS also funds five full-time PhD students
with funding from the Ministry of Education, and supports student mobility
to international conferences or courses. The graduate school has close
cooperation with international PhD networks as well as other graduate
schools in Finland.
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More information on ARKTIS and the seminar is available on the website

Founded in 2003, the multidisciplinary ARKTIS Graduate School provides
training and supervision for twenty doctoral students from the universities
of Lapland, Oulu, and Helsinki. The highlight of ARKTIS’s activities in
2004 was its second annual PhD seminar, “Crossing borders: Lessons
of doing research across disciplines, cultures and national borders” held
at the Arctic Centre, 28 –29 April 2004.
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